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Synopsis

Free to Write offers hundreds of practical ideas on how to turn elementary and middle school

students into better writers and learners.
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Customer Reviews

"In a Western society currently focused on test scores, Free to Write is an important step in the
direction of the expression of the spirit."-Nieman Reports ?In a Western society currently focused on
test scores, Free to Write is an important step in the direction of the expression of the

spirit.?-Nieman Reports

Children in elementary school aren’t too young to be empowered to write. Roy Peter Clark is the
country’s best writing coach who 20-plus years ago wrote a book that even today empowers
children to write well using tools that any teacher or mentor will find helpful as they encourage and
shape young writers. The book aims to help teachers guide first- through sixth-graders but | can see
its usefulness in mentoring older students and even adults. I've used this in mentoring kids to write
better and clearer and hope to further employ it in the future. It’s a little on the academic side
stylewise and at points hard to wade through but overall a very helpful tome that could revolutionize
any school’s writing program. One especially interesting concept is how he uses peer editing to
enable him to maximize his time with each student in a classroom of 30, plus asking three simple

questions that the kids can ask each other rather than being dependent on the instructor to facilitate



all learning. | especially appreciated his explanation of grammar in context [of a sentence within a
paragraph, for instance] instead of having kids learn grammar using random sentences. Wish this

book were still in print but at least old copies remain in circulation.

I’'m a professional writer for a large corporation and have a personal collection of about 80 books on
writing. This is my favorite one because it is simple to read and provides wonderful advice to help

anyone write a great story. | attribute a writing award | won all to this book.

This book looks like it will help me a great deal. | haven’t read it yet, but | have skimmed through it
and it has a lot of information.
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